PERICARDIOCENTESIS IN PATIENTS WITH CANCER
Echocardiography-guided pericardiocentesis with extended catheter drainage was concluded to be safe and effective for both primary and secondary man- Caution is warranted regarding this conclusion, however, as the patients in the study were transfused with platelets pre-pericardiocentesis if their platelet counts were <50,000/ml. Therefore, platelet counts of <50,000/ml should not be considered prohibitive if transfusion can be done prior to pericardiocentesis. It must also be kept in mind that many of these patients Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Dr. Tsang has reported that she has no relationships relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose. The point at which intervention is necessary remains contentious. The individualized decision comes down to a balance of risk and benefit to a specific patient. 
